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Learning Goals
By the end of the lesson you will be able to:

● Identify and explain Robert Merton’s theory and types 
of deviance

● Identify the variety of ways deviance presents itself in 
society

Deviance
● sociological term for behavior that 

violate the standards of 
conduct/expectations of a group or 
society. 
○ Subculture - an alternative system 

of values and beliefs that goes 
against the mainstream cultural 
and social beliefs that are 
prevalent in a society.



Factors Influencing Deviance
● Location 

○ a person speaking 
loudly during a 
religious service 

Factors Influencing Deviance
● Age 

○ 5 year old child can cry in a store 
and it would be normal but an adult 
crying in a store violates the 
standards of conduct.

Factors Influencing Deviance
● Social status 

○ an actor can skip a line but a non-famous person 
would be considered deviant.



Factors Influencing Deviance
● Individual societies 

○ Sometimes people are 
considered deviant because 
of their appearance or a trait 
or a physical ability they 
possess that distinguishes 
them from other member of 
society. 

Robert Merton’s Deviance Typology
● Does the 

end justify 
the means?

Robert Merton’s Structural Strain Theory
● Developed the Structural 

Strain Theory
○ Functionalist 

perspective on 
deviance



Structural Strain Theory
● Argued that society 

may be set up in a way 
that encourages too 
much deviance.  

● Societal norms, or 
socially accepted goals 
place pressure on the 
individual to conform 

Structural Strain Theory
● Merton believed 

societies do not 
provide the means 
(access to education, 
employment, etc.) to 
achieve cultural goals

● When someone is 
faced with a gap 
between 'what ought to 
be' and 'what is', that 
person will feel 
strained and may 
participate in deviant 
behaviour

Deviance Typology



Reflect and Respond
● Are subcultures 

purely negative 
groups within 
society? Discuss.

Stigmatization

● Erving Goffman - 
stigma - label used to 
devalue members of 
certain social groups - 
“nerds’, “goths”

Reflect and Respond
● How does stigmatization play a role in 

our school?  In China?

● Can stigmas against certain groups 
change over time?



Social Control
● Violations of social norms 

are dealt with through 
various forms of social 
control 
○ social control - ways to 

promote conformity to 
societal norms

● Without social control, social 
life would be unpredictable

Social Control
● Internal social control - developed through the 

socialization process, and lies with the individual.
○ Socialization cannot guarantee that all people will 

conform.
● External social control - society’s efforts to bring 

those who “stepped outside the lines” back to the social 
norm - usually made up of a systems of punishment 
and rewards (behaviorism) 

Homework 
● Read pages 190 - 192

○ Pg. 192, #1, 2, 5, 6 (but 
you may apply #6 to 
China, Canada or 
another country in the 
world whose justice 
system you are familiar 
with)


