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Defined and Dangers 

� Culture encompasses knowledge, 
experience, beliefs, values, attitudes, 
religion, symbols, and possessions 
acquired by a group of people who have 
lived in the same region or country for 
generations. 

�  In Mind Map form, make note of your: 
-  Beliefs you have 
-  Values you hold 
-  Traditions you have 
-  Attitudes towards things 
-  Experiences you have had 
-  Religious/Spiritual beliefs you hold 
-  Symbols that mean something to you 
-  Possessions you value 
-  Knowledge you have acquired (about your 

culture) 

� Allan 2002 defined cultural dissonance as 
cultural conflict that students encounter while 
in a multicultural school setting.  

Cultures you encounter include: School, 
Teacher, Society, Dominant Student Culture, 
Minority Student cultures 
 

� In 1 or 2 paragraphs reflect on the following 
questions: 

1.  What different cultural practices do you 
encounter here at J. Addison (refer to your 
mind map to help)? 

2.  What parts of other’s cultures makes it hard 
for you to learn at J. Addison? 

3.  What do you do to overcome these 
challenges?  

4.  Do you have friends of different cultures? 
Why or why not? 

� Subculture: a cultural group within a 
larger culture, often having beliefs or 
interest that differ from those of the 
larger or more dominant culture. 

Canada is a country of immigrants. We value 
diversity (the existence of a variety of 
different cultures or ethnic groups within a 
culture). Do you agree? Are there parts of 
Canada that you feel do not value this? 
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� Groups that reject a specific dominant culture are 
called counterculture. They oppose mainstream 
attitudes values and attitudes.  

� The textbook lists the following counter 
cultures: reggae, punk, ska, emo, aver, grunge, 
nu metal, indie, techno and gangsta rap. What 
do all these have in common? Do you agree 
these are counter cultural? What bias does the 
textbook have? Who is the dominant culture for 
the textbook? 

� Watch the video online on the website 
and complete your 3rd reflection in 1 
paragraph. 


