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Art Critique      Visual Arts @ J. Addison / Ms. L. Moriarity 

Critics are an important part of the Art World. 

A critique is an oral or written discussion, by Critics, used to describe, analyze, interpret, 
and evaluate works of art. Writing a Critique will help you with your persuasive oral and 
writing skills, information-gathering, and justification skills. 

Your TASK, and Success Criteria -  

• Write a Critique of an Art work of your choice. 

• Remember that you are writing to an audience. Write as if you are telling someone 
about what you think about the Art work.  

• You must give proof to support your conclusions. The questions, below, will guide 
you through the process, i.e. Describe, Analyse, Interpret, Evaluation. 

• The number of questions you answer will vary according to the art work you choose 
to Critique, ie. painting, sculpture, assemblage.  

• Put your answers (notes) into sentences and paragraphs.  

• Add an introduction Paragraph.  

• EDIT your writing, RE-READ x3, have someone else read it and correct and adjust 
as needed. **important** 

• Give your Critique a Title, and YOUR NAME, (see sample for course codes etc) 

• Hand in File WITH YOUR NAME to Google Classroom 

Due Date: Monday, April 27th, 2020. 

 

 

Fill out the Label information of  

the Art work of your choice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artist’s name: 

Title of Artwork: 

Material: 

Size:                                              Date made: 
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1. Describe 
Describe the work without using value words such as "beautiful" or "ugly": 

• What do you SEE in the artwork, e.g describe the art work, what is it? Is it recognizable? 
Describe the colors, textures, line quality (gesture, contour, expressive, controlled, 
sketch?), forms or shapes (square, cubes?) etc. 

• Does the painting remind you of something, a memory, an experience, a place, or someone?  

• What do you think is happening in the artwork? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Analyze 
Describe how the work is organized as a complete composition: 

• How is the work constructed or planned i.e., movements, composition? 

• Identify some of the similarities throughout the work, i.e., repetition of lines, 
shapes, colors, scale. 

• Identify the emphasis in the work, i.e., specific scene, figure, movement. 

• If the work has subjects or characters, what are the relationships between or 
among them? 
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3. Interpret 
Describe how the work makes you think or feel: 

• Describe the qualities you find in the work. What expressive language would you use 
to describe them, i.e., tragic, ugly, funny, calm, scary? 

• Does the work remind you of other things you have experienced (i.e., movie, book 
your read, poetry, symbolism, analogy or metaphor)? 

• How does the work relate to other ideas or events in the world and/or in your other 
studies? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Decide, Evaluation (having done all of the steps above) 

Present your opinion of the work's success or failure: 

• What is the artwork about in your opinion, is it political, is it personal, is it about nature, or 
a larger topic? How does it relate to you today? 

• What qualities of the work make you feel is most successful and/or what doesn’t work, least 
successful, thing about the artwork? 

• Compare it with similar art works that you think are good or bad. 

• What criteria can you list to help others judge this work? 

• How original is the work? Why do you feel this work is original or not original? 

• What did you learn about the artwork that you didn’t know before you started the critique? 

 

 

 

 


