ESL C/D/E

Week 8 (May 4-8, 2020)

Ms. Hum


Essay Writing
Week 8 Lesson Plan for May 4-8, 2020
	Agenda
PLEASE READ THE IMPORTANT NOTE in regards to FINAL ASSESSMENT

posted on May 1, 2020 on Google Classroom 
Monday: Introduction to Essay Writing
Tuesday:  Coordinating Conjunctions & Subordinating Conjunctions (FANBOYS)
Wednesday: Writing an introduction of essay with a Thesis
Thursday: Sentence Types
Friday: Watch Videos
Additional Resources for Essay Writing
· https://www.5staressays.com/blog/500-word-essay


Monday May 4, 2020
What is an Essay?

There are many of you who may not know what is meant by an essay. Sometimes it gets confusing with a paragraph, a sentence, a story, or other related topics. This is partially due to language barriers and other background differences. For this reason, it is important to ensure that you understand what is being requested, when you are being asked to write an essay. 
An Essay is a written piece writing that is made of multiple paragraphs and focuses on one topic. Making this clarification can prevent you from being confused with what product to turn in. 
Steps to Building an Essay
To begin writing a good essay, there are five steps of the writing process. The writing process guides you to write using the following steps.

1. Pre-writing/Brainstorming (organize ideas about the topic)

2. Drafting (create sentences & paragraphs using ideas)

3. Revising (add or remove elements to make paragraphs strong)

4. Editing (ensure punctuation, capitalization, sentence structure, & transitions are correct)

5. Publishing (rewrite essay with no errors)
 Be sure that you understand that you should generate ideas about this topic only. Once you understand the topic, then you are ready to begin writing!

Supportive Materials
Depending on your language ability, you may need sentence starters in order to begin the writing activity. For example use sentence starters that relate to the topic, use a vocabulary bank that can help stay on topic or generate ideas.

Many students are also successful using graphic organizers. These are blank templates or outlines that strengthen the ability to organize ideas related to the topic. While it is very helpful to provide you with a graphic organizer, it is also okay to create your own. Graphic organizers add an aspect of fun for you because they can be creative in how they arrange their information.

Along with an organizer, you should have a checklist to remind you of what should go into  your writing. This should include; understand your topic, organize ideas, create a thesis, write supporting paragraphs, and add final touches.
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	Additional Resource: ” Writing Process” posted on Google Classroom


Tuesday May 5, 2020      
Coordinating Conjunctions & Subordinating Conjunctions FANBOYS
What is a conjunction?

A conjunction is one of the main parts of speech, a conjunction is like a paper clip; it can hold two things together. These things may be words, phrases, or clauses. There are different conjunction types. 
For example, 
· A coordinating conjunction, such as “and,” “or” and “for,” connects independent clauses. 
· A subordinate conjunction, like “although,” connects an independent clause with a dependent clause.
FANBOYS stands for the coordinating conjunctions For, And, Nor, But, Or, Yet, and So. 
We use these words to connect other words, phrases, and clauses together. FANBOYS is the word the first letters form. This is the acronym for all coordinating conjunctions in the English language and it is used to easily remember them. 
Since FANBOYS are coordinating conjunctions that means they are used to coordinate two or more parts of a sentence.
Additional Resource video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-catJZm_2TI
	Complete Conjunctions Worksheet posted on Google Classroom


Wednesday May 6, 2020                       
Writing and Introduction in an Essay (Thesis)
What is a Thesis?
Different cultures have different ways of developing a thesis statement in writing: some Asian writers are trained to present the main argument of their paper toward the end of the main body, just before the conclusion. 
In English, however, you are supposed to present your thesis at the beginning of the paper (toward the end of your introduction) and develop your argument by presenting supporting details in the body of your paper. Thus, it is critical for you to learn ways to construct a clear thesis statement and develop your argument as effectively as possible.
What is a Thesis Statement?
A thesis statement refers to the main argument in your paper. You may have heard the term thesis statement hundreds of times by the time you reach high school, yet have only a vague understanding of what one is. A thesis statement:
· Presents your opinions or thoughts on a subject or an issue. You cannot write an essay without one.

· Must contain a subject + an opinion.

· Answers the topic question (the one you created or the one presented to you by the instructor).

How to Write a Thesis Statement?
It is important to demonstrate the difference between good and bad thesis statements. 
1. A good thesis statement is short and simple: it should be no longer than one sentence, regardless of essay length.

· Good Example: Success is a result of doing the right things consistently 

· Bad Example: In a world full of success gurus and books about success, it becomes ever so more important to delineate the one trait that ultimately determines success: doing the right things consistently.
2. A good thesis statement is limited to one main idea.

· Good example: The key to successful dieting is focusing on a specific goal.
· Bad example: The key to successful dieting is focusing on a specific goal, which is also the key to successfully running a business and coaching a football team._

3. A good thesis statement is a declarative sentence with no qualifiers (might, maybe, perhaps, etc.):

· Good example: Lebron James’ ability to score, pass, and rebound make him the league’s most valuable player.
· Bad example: Does Lebron James’ ability to score, pass, and rebound make him the league’s most valuable player?
· Bad Example: Lebron James’ ability to score, pass, and rebound just might make him the league’s most valuable player.
Here are some tips you should remember when you construct a thesis statement in your paper.
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1. Write your thesis statement in a complete sentence rather than in a phrase.
 
	Not a thesis statement
	Thesis Statement

	My love of classical music. 
	Classical music sharpens critical thinking and deepens relaxation or This paper examines how listening to classical music can improve students’ concentration when they study for exams. 


2. Express the main point of your argument or your point of view rather than just introducing the topic of your paper.
 

	Not a  Thesis Statement
	Thesis Statement

	I am going to discuss the effects of yoga on the human body.
	· In this paper, I am going to discuss positive aspects of yoga on the human body based on my own experience of doing yoga during my rehabilitation training.

· This paper examines positive effects of doing yoga on the human body based on my personal experience as well as published studies. 


3.  Express a clear point of view rather than stating just a fact that everybody already knows.
	Not a Thesis Statement
	Thesis Statement

	Eating fresh vegetables is good for our health
	· Although eating vegetables is good for our health, recent studies highlight that overeating vegetables can also cause serious implications to our health.  
· This paper discusses the importance of eating the right amount of vegetables each meal based on James Brown’s 2009 study


4. Present your opinion or an idea that needs to be developed or proved to your audience, rather than stating a general idea that is too vague or too large of a topic to be adequately covered in an essay.

	Not a Thesis Statement
	Thesis Statement

	There are many advantages and disadvantages of living in an apartment
	· As the economic depression has brought many problems these days, I strongly believe that the advantages of living in an apartment outweigh the disadvantages. 
· This paper examines the advantages of living in an apartment based on the recent studies conducted by Sandra Smith and David Edwards in 2007



5. Express only one idea about one topic in your thesis statement.
 
	Not a Thesis Statement
	Thesis Statement

	Talking to your friends during study is important, and I have found that studying in a coffee shop rather than a library is a better option
	· Studying in a coffee shop can be more effective than studying in a library since it can foster a lively conversation about course assignments with other people.
·  This paper looks into positive aspects of studying in a coffee shop based on my own experience as well as published studies. 


6.  A thesis statement should never contain the following: in my opinion, I think, I believe, etc. Tell them that the entire thesis represents what they believe. However, it may be helpful for you to begin your thesis statement in rough draft with in my opinion, I believe, or I think to make sure they are expressing their thoughts or opinion on a specific subject or issue. When writing the final draft, simply eliminate those phrases.
	Complete Thesis Worksheets on Google Classroom


Thursday May 7, 2020

Types of Sentences Worksheets

There are three types of sentence structures: simple, complex, and compound.
 A simple sentence has only one independent clause. 
Complex ones have one independent clause and one dependent clause. 
The compound type has two or more independent clauses.
 A student who is adept at identifying the type of sentence will find punctuation, especially comma usage, much easier. Complete the worksheets below posted on Google Classroom
1. Sentences: Simple or Compound?

2. Break Apart the compound Sentences

3. Compound Sentences vs. Complex Sentences

4. Expand it! Writing complex Sentences

5. Sentences: Simple, Compound or Complex?

6. Write a complex sentence

7. Write a compound Sentence
	Complete Types of Sentence Worksheets posted on Google Classroom


Friday May 8, 2020
View the, ‘Writing Process of an Essay’ and the three Videos posted on Google Classroom

And complete the task
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   After you have completed all the worksheets posted on Google Classroom send only the answers with your name, the title of the worksheet, number to the questions. Thank you. 

Next Week Essay Writing Continues….
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